MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SHRIVENHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE
MEMORIAL HALL, SHRIVENHAM, ON MONDAY 3 DECEMBER 2007

PRESENT: Councillor R Bartle
Councillor Mrs C Dawson
Councillor Mrs S Day
Councillor K Downton
Councillor C Holman
Councillor S Howell
Councillor Mrs P Mullin
Councillor P Saunders (Chairman)
Councillor S Spencer
Councillor B Watson

In attendance Mr D Pratt
APOLOGIES: Councillor G Tidmarsh
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND REQUESTS:

Mrs Painter reported that a car had been parked on Church Walk for a considerable amount
of time. She pointed out that this was an important parking area for people attending EIm
Tree Surgery and wondered what the situation was regarding long-term parking. The
Chairman suggested that the vehicle be brought to the attention of our local police.

Mr Jones thanked Clir Saunders for ensuring that the District Council’s road sweeping
vehicle had visited the village twice in the past week. He pointed out that the vehicle was
here for approximately one hour and only swept a small portion of the streets. Cllr Saunders
explained to members that the sweeper was supposed to visit here three times in eight
weeks and because of other commitments would only sweep small areas of the village on
these visits. He would continue to press the Environmental Health Department for more
detailed information in order for Mr Jones to monitor the area swept by this vehicle. He had
also been informed that to visit the western villages on a monthly basis would incur additional
costs to the Vale of £250,000.

Mr Martin Green, Chairman of the Viscountess Barrington’s Homes for Disabled Ex-
Servicemen addressed the meeting and these notes are attached to the minutes of the
Viscountess Barrington’s Trust.

Mr Lloyd enquired whether the soil contamination in the proposed affordable housing site
would seriously affect the development and why the District Council would be providing grant
aid to the developer. The Chairman pointed out that this type of contamination was not
uncommon and only posed a threat should edible plants be grown. He surmised that the
whole of the village would be affected by this low-level contamination. In the case of
Stainswick Lane soil areas to be used as gardens needed to have the soil removed and
replaced. The grant from the District Council was made as the developer is a charitable trust
and would not be making a profit.

1450 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 5th November were approved and signed.
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1451 MATTERS ARISING

1440/1426/1409 Redundant school sign The Clerk had nothing further to
report.

1440/1436  Christmas Tree: Clir Howell apologised that he had not
addressed this issue but promised to report back to Council early in the New Year.

1452 ACCOUNTS
The Accounts paid in October and for payment were approved.
1453 EXTERNAL AUDIT REPORT

Members were circulated with the report and pleased to find that there was little action to
take.

Councillors considered whether there was a need to increase the Fidelity Guarantee but on
the proposition of ClIr Spencer, seconded by Clir Bartle, it was unanimously resolved not to
increase the cover. In addition the Council handled very little cash and had scrupulous
banking systems.

1454 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

Street Cleaning. The Chairman expanded on his previous comments by explaining that
whilst the Western Area Forum were the body awarding street cleaning grants, their budget
had been cut by 50%, including 100% funding of this very useful service. He believed that it
was up to the District Council Executive Committee to increase the funding budget for the
West of Vale Forum. He proposed a number of actions that the Parish Council could take.
CliIr Bartle informed his colleagues that the road sweeping vehicle had not been seen in the
village for six months prior to their recent visit. On his regular walks around the village he
had noted that where the vehicle had swept, the weed growth in the gutters had not been
removed, thus proving that the vehicle was rarely in this village. Cllr Spencer suggested that
the District be asked for a regular visit covering the whole village. The Chairman had
received the timetable but noted it was somewhat irregular. Cllir Holman stated that with the
competitive tendering process it was not possible to provide a service on a regular basis.

Clir Saunders had received reports that Bourton village was receiving regular visits from the
District’s vehicle every two weeks. ClIr Holman commented that there seemed to be a sharp
divide between the level of service in the towns as opposed to the villages. Clir Saunders
stated that it was the Vale policy to reduce this limited service in an effort to maintain a
reasonable standard of cleanliness and not to consider additional monies from the reserve
funds. Abingdon Town Council had far more representatives on the District Council and
consequently obtained a larger slice of Council funding. Clir Watson asked whether the
Western Villages had combined to bring this to the District Council’s attention and if not
would this be a good way of bringing it to the Executive’s attention. Clir Holman agreed and
suggested that the Parish Council write to the District Council offering to monitor the contract
in this part of the world. Cllr Downton added that it was far more cost effective to have a
single visit and to carry out a thorough job on the village.

The Chairman wished all present a happy Christmas and reported that Footpath no 10 had
been ploughed causing serious problems. He had contacted the County’'s Footpaths Officer
to investigate the matter. The Clerk informed the Council that he had recently walked this
route and that the owner of the land had left sufficient headland to enable walkers to use the
path.
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The Chairman sought approval to present Rear-Admiral Latham with a small gift on his
leaving the Collage. In his opinion, Rear Admiral Latham had taken a greater interest in the
Village than some of his predecessors. Members agreed to the gift and proposed that a
copy of the Shrivenham handbook be presented at the same time.

1455 STAFF MATTERS

At this point members of the public were asked to withdraw as the item was to discuss staff
conditions.

The Viscountess Barrington’s Trust had requested a grant of £3,000 to assist with staffing
costs. Members unanimously agreed the grant under the powers of the Local Government
Act.

1456 CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS

Councillors agreed that the office would close on Thursday 20" December and re-open on
Thursday 3™ January 2008. The Clerk would attend to urgent matters on Thursday 27™
December.

1457 CEMETERY GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE

The Clerk drew members’ attention to the fact that should the Garden of Remembrance
continue to expand it would have an adverse effect on the root system of the nearby
commemorative tree. Cllr Downton had inspected the area and proposed that a suitable
space be left untouched around the tree and the Garden of Remembrance continue
westwards beside the path. He also suggested that a decorative hedge be planted
alongside the plots to mark the boundary. Members readily agreed to these proposals.

1458 STREET CLEANING

Although this had been previously discussed, ClIr Bartle pointed out that the recent street
cleaning on certain roads had revealed that many flood drains were in the wrong position. In
many instances the drains were higher than the surrounding road surface. In particular he
drew members’ attention to Vicarage Lane where flooding had occurred during July. The
Clerk was instructed to write to Mr. Beaumont at the County roads department requesting a
meeting with ClIr Bartle, Watson and the village Handyman. The Chairman brought
members’ attention to a District Council grant available for flood damage.

1459 VILLAGE DINNER

The Clerk was unable to confirm whether there would be a representative from the Defence
Academy but Clir Howell undertook to investigate whether David Hemery would propose the
toast to the village.

1460 AFFORDABLE HOUSING

ClIr Holman reported that as far as he was aware, construction was awaiting exchange of
Solicitors’ letters prior to a proposed start date of 1* February

1461 POLICING
Members noted that there had been a higher police presence in recent days and were

informed that several individuals had been interviewed concerning the possession of drugs
and underage drinking.

126



Councillors were concerned that the regular local policeman had been seconded to
Faringdon but complimented the Chairman on his recent letter to the police.

Clir Spencer asked who was the Council’s representative on the Neighbourhood Action
Group and was informed that CllIr Bartle fulfilled this role. However, he had not been unable
to attend the last two meetings because of a hospital appointment and in the other instance,
lack of notice.

1462 PLANNING MATTERS

Clir Holman informed the meeting that they had requested Section 106 monies via the
District Council from the owner of the proposed development on the Recreation Ground.

The following applications were considered:

V1407 Shrivenham School Alterations to buildings No objections

20248/1 10 Townsend Road Amended plan to provide cycle No objections
store

11340 Defence Academy Alterations to swimming pool No objections
buildings

19762/2 Silver Birch, Northford Revised plan for detached Still circulating

Close garage
8379/4 Recreation Ground Erect four dwellings Still circulating

The following results of planning applications were received

20293 Shrivenham Post Office New access to flat above and Permit
internal alterations
8203/2 67 High Street Erect new porch & addition of Permit
first floor Granny Annexe
17622/3 Land adjacent to Tarifa Erect dwelling Permit
Cottage
3752/7-CA Barrington Arms Hotel Demolish existing walls and fire | Permit
escape
10950/4 The Bungalow, Station Replace existing hedge with Refuse
Road close-boarded fence

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
1463 RUBBISH BINS

Clerk informed the meeting that it is a requirement that pre-sorted recyclable items are
placed in a different bin to that of mixed rubbish. The Hall would have one bin replaced by a
recycling bin in order to save the cost of the contractor sorting the rubbish later. Members
requested that the Football Club’s attention be drawn to this requirement.

1464 ONE STOP SHOP FACADE AND OTHER BUSINESSES

CliIr Bartle was concerned that despite a previous letter no action had been taken to render
the wall of the building. Clir Mrs Day had been informed that the inside of the shop was to be
refurbished and hoped that the wall would be repaired at the same time. Clir Mrs Dawson
asked that letters be sent to both Rafu’s and Treasure Chinese take-away, drawing their
attention to the poor state of their frontages.
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1465 PLASTIC BAG FREE VILLAGE

CliIr Bartle had noted with interest that a number of Parish Councils had been able to
influence businesses in their villages and become ‘plastic bag free’. He hoped that
Shrivenham would adopt this policy. Clir Howell drew members’ attention to a sub committee
of the Village Plan Group who were discussing ways of becoming carbon neutral.

1466 COPPIDTHORNE MEADOW

Clir Downton had had his attention drawn to an excessively damp patch in the centre of the
meadow. This could be the water table or a leak from a water supply. The only way to find
out was to dig a trial hole. ClIr Howell proposed that this exploratory dig be postponed
through the winter and looked at again in the Spring. Clir Downton also drew members’
attention to the growth of blackthorn encroaching on the meadow from the eastern side.
Members agreed to instruct a contractor to cut back this growth.

1467 HIGH STREET TREE CLOSE TO THE BUS STOP
Clir Downton reported that the lime tree closest to the bus stop on Elm Tree Square was
rotting at the base and in his opinion is in a dangerous state. The Clerk was instructed to

contact the District Council’s arborist for an opinion and possible action.

The meeting finished at 9.00 pm.
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Minute 1455 STAFF MATTERS

Members had previously been circulated with the latest pay award for Council Clerks from
NALC. The Clerk’s present remuneration was £9.62 per hour and the proposed rate was
£9.82 per hour

The Clerk pointed out that although his contract of employment stated he should receive the
NALC rates, he was prepared to forego it should Councillors not consider similar rises for the
assistant clerks.

Members were concerned about the level of current spending but agreed that they would
augment the existing payscales by 2% as from 1% January 2008. This would give the
following increases to the staff:

David Pratt, Clerk £9.82
Mrs Sylvia Athawes £7.46
Mrs Sarah Thacker Pugsley £7.04

MEMORIAL HALL CARETAKER

A letter had been received from the Trust explaining that the recent calculations by the
National Minimum Wage team had been recalculated from 15 hours to 18 hours. In effect
this would make a difference to the final settlement of approximately £2,000. The Trust
requested a grant of £3,000 towards this unexpected expense.

Members understood the dilemma faced by the Trust caused by shortage of funds and on

the proposition of ClIr Bartle, seconded by ClIr Mrs Day, and resolved to make a grant of
£3,000 to the Viscountess Barrington’s Trust.
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