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D R A F T                                        MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
VISCOUNTESS BARRINGTON’S MEMORIAL HALL AND RECREATI ON GROUND TRUST 

HELD IN THE MEMORIAL HALL, SHRIVENHAM ON MONDAY 1 st DECEMBER 2008  
  

PRESENT:  
Councillor Mrs S Day (Chairman) 
Councillor K Downton 
Councillor C Holman   
Councillor S Howell 
Councillor Mrs P Mullin 
Councillor S Spencer 
Councillors G Tidmarsh 
Councillor B Watson  
 

In attendance Mr D Pratt 
 
APOLOGIES:   Councillors R Bartle, Mrs C Dawson, P Saunders 

 
 
984 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING- 
 
The minutes of the Meeting of 3rd November were approved and signed. 
 
985 MATTERS ARISING 

 
973/958/940/935  Fire Doors.  Cllr Holman had inspected the doors and found them to be too warped 
to have any effect as fire doors.  He suggested that a carpenter be contacted for advice.  He believed 
that the Hall would require new doors which would be very costly.  Cllr Tidmarsh enquired whether the 
Hall required fire doors.  Cllr Holman replied that it was a legal requirement particularly as the lobby 
acted as a fire exit for both Pre School and the Office.  The Chairman suggested that we contact the 
District Council’s Listed Buildings Officer for an opinion.  
 
973/962 Football Club Lease .  Having sent a copy of the redrafted lease to the Solicitor, the 
Secretary was still awaiting a reply.  The Chairman instructed the Secretary to write to Mr Lloyd at the 
Homes Trust stating that we were not in a position to update him with regard to the current situation.  
 
973/965 Hall Lighting .  Cllr Watson had received a draft proposal which would be circulated to 
Trustees prior to the January meeting. 
 
976  Pre School.  The Secretary had contacted OFSTED regarding the requirement to provide 
names and addressed of all staff employed at the Hall.  He had been informed that this was not an 
OFSTED requirement and that it only applied to staff employed on school premises. 
 
977  Cricket Club.  Following their approach regarding a Cricket pavilion, the Secretary was not 
aware whether they had contacted the Tennis Club. 
 

986 ACCOUNTS 
 
Cheques paid in November and for payment in December were approved.  
 
987 CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The Chairman informed the Trustees that she and her husband had had a bad experience regarding credit 
ratings.  Following the mandate form signed by all Trustees for CCLA to prevent money laundering, credit 
agencies had been circulated that Mrs Day had applied for credit from the CCLA.  This had affected their 
rating.  She had telephoned CCLA who had stated that this was not their intention and that they would contact 
the agency without delay.  She advised the Trustees to check their rating. 
 
 
988 ESTIMATES 
 
On the proposition of Cllr Watson, seconded by Cllr Spencer, it was unanimously resolved to accept the 
estimates as presented.  Cllr Spencer was concerned that the projected income for book sales was very small 
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and felt that the books were not being marketed properly. Several suggestions were put forward to move the 
existing stock, this included sales at the Heritage Centre opening, further enquiries at the College, and offering 
a large discount to the Post Office to encourage sales.  Trustees considered lowering the price to £5.00 per 
copy and the Secretary was instructed to contact Mr Boobyer for his reaction to this proposal.  Cllr Mrs Mullin 
proposed that the book be advertised on the website and Cllr Spencer requested that this be an agenda item 
for the January Meeting.  
 
 
 
989 INTERIM AUDIT REPORT 
 
The Trustees accepted the report and agreed that the Chairman and Vice Chairman should look at the 
Council Standing Orders for possible adoption by the Trust. 
 
990 Hall Chairs 
 
Currently the Trust hold approximately 130 Chairs and as the Hall can seat 150, Trustees decided to purchase 
a further 20 chairs as and when the supplier is identified. 
 
991 HALL ROOF 
 
Cllr Watson reported that together with the roofer he had inspected the swept valley whilst it was being 
repaired and also had his attention drawn to several other possible defects in the roof.  In particular the “laps” 
were inadequate and, in his opinion, the swept valley had not been properly clad.   He and the Chairman had 
instructed the roofer (Paul Morse) to inspect suspect parts of the roof and assess the amount of rectification 
work required and supply a detailed report and costings.  Internally they were not able to assess whether the 
water staining was recent or had occurred prior to the new roof in 1997.  There was no doubt that there were 
some areas where rain water was penetrating when the wind was in certain directions.  There was reason to 
suspect that the junctions with the dormer windows were of particular concern.  In his opinion the original 
specification and design by Eric Cole and Partners was sufficient and he was led to believe that Eric Cole and 
Partners were engaged to supervise the roof works.  To date the original contracts for the work have not come 
to light.  He was led to believe that provided the stone tiles had been properly laid and installed, the roof life 
would be in the region of fifty years.  He suggested that a second opinion for an independent appraisal be 
made in order to compare costs.  Cllr Howell asked whether the Trust could go back to the original contractor, 
Smith Roofing.  Cllr Watson replied that this was unlikely as the work was probably out of time.  Cllr Spencer 
believed this type of roof was always a problem unless lead lined valleys were installed.  Cllr Tidmarsh 
enquired whether there was any way the Trust could take Cole & Partners to task regarding their part in the 
supervision.  Cllr Watson had been unable to find any letter of understanding or contract between Eric Cole & 
Partners and the Trust, and was not hopeful that the architects could be held to account.  It was proposed that 
further research into the Trust’s archives be carried out and, failing that, to contact English Heritage for copies 
of the original grant application. 
 
992 BOUNCE BOX LIGHTING 
 
This item had been held over from the previous meeting in order to await the result of the Village Plan survey.  
As this was not possible, the Trustees decided to shelve the proposal until such time as there was firm 
evidence for or against the lighting proposal.  

 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 
993 PreSchool Canopy Proposal 
 
Cllr Watson presented a draft plan showing an all-weather canopy situated at the rear of the hall to enable 
children to play under cover in wet weather.  Cllr Tidmarsh enquired whether this type of canopy was readily 
available to which Cllr Watson replied there was a large range of shelters from wooden frames to suspended 
fabric types.  Cllr Holman believed this was a definite requirement from OFSTED to which Cllr Tidmarsh 
agreed, directing Trustee’s attention to a recently erected shelter at Longcot School.   It was agreed to defer 
the item to next month’s agenda for a decision in principle, in order to give the Pre-School management 
information for a possible grant application. 

The meeting closed at 9.15 pm. 
 
Immediately after the meeting, Trustees were shown a selection of slides and a short list is to be drawn up for 
future consideration. 
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